
 

 

 

 

WSSPC Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

 

2018 Nominations 
 

 

Background 

The Western States Seismic Policy Council (WSSPC) is pleased to announce that it is accepting 
nominations for the Lifetime Achievement Award.  This periodic award honors an outstanding leader 
who is currently practicing, and who has demonstrated an extraordinary commitment, level of service, 
and contribution to earthquake risk reduction throughout his or her career. 
    
If a winner is chosen from this year’s nominees, he or she will be honored during the 2018 WSSPC 
Annual Meeting.  Recipients will be presented with a specially-designed award at the WSSPC Awards 
Luncheon, and featured in press releases, meeting materials and on the WSSPC website. 

 

Submission 

To nominate an individual for the Lifetime Achievement Award, complete the attached nomination form 
and submit it with the required documentation to WSSPC by the nomination deadline.  Recipients will 
be notified by the end of January.   

 
Nomination Form Instructions 

1. Complete all of the following information on the attached nomination form. 
2. Attach a one-page summary of the nominee’s important career accomplishments in earthquake risk 

reduction for potential publication. 
3. Attach a separate letter of recommendation from each nominating individual or group (a minimum 

of two nominating parties required for each nomination.) 
4. Submit the nomination form, together with the required attachments and any supporting 

documentation, in electronic format to Erin Mommsen, WSSPC Program Manager, at 
emommsen@wsspc.org by Friday, January 5, 2018. 

5. For more information, contact WSSPC at 916-444-6816 or go to www.wsspc.org. 
 

 

Attachment:  Lifetime Achievement Award - 2018 Nomination Form 
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WSSPC Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

2018 Nomination Form 
 
 

Nominee Information:  

Nominee Name/Title: Donald Thomas, Ph.D. / Director 

Agency Affiliation (retirees not eligible):  Center for the Study of Active Volcanoes (CSAV) 

Street: 200 W Kawili St. 

 

City: Hilo                       State: Hawaii                Zip: 96720-4091 

Telephone: (808) 932-9554 Fax: (808) 932-7547 

Email: dthomas@soest.hawaii.edu 

Nominating Individual or Group #1 (required): 

Name:  Marcia Sakai, Ph.D. / Interim Chancellor 

Agency Affiliation: University of Hawaii at Hilo  

Street: 200 W Kawili St. 

 

City: Hilo                        State: Hawaii                Zip: 96720-4091 

Telephone: (808) 932-7650 Fax: (808) 932-7338 

Email: marcias@hawaii.edu 

Nominating Individual or Group #2 (required): 

Name: Vern T. Miyagi / Administrator  

Agency Affiliation: Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA) 

Street: 3949 Diamond Head Road 

 

City: Honolulu                       State: Hawaii                Zip: 96816-4495 

Telephone: (808) 733-4300 Fax: (808) 733-4287 

Email: vern.t.miyagi@hawaii.gov 

 
Attachments (Required): 
 

 One-page summary of nominee’s career accomplishments for potential publication 
 

 2 letters of recommendation 

 
Attachments (Optional): 

 
 Any other supporting documentation (optional) 

 

 
Submit the nomination form and attachments in electronic format to Erin Mommsen, WSSPC 
Program Manager, at emommsen@wsspc.org by Friday, January 5, 2018. 



 

 

Dr. Donald Thomas, PH. D 

Director of the UH at Hilo’s Center for the Study of Active Volcanoes (CSAV) 
  

Dr. Donald Thomas is a prominent figure in understanding and 

collaborating outreach for Hawaii’s unique natural hazards; earthquakes, 

eruptions, lava flows, tsunamis, and hurricanes.  As the Director of the 

University of Hawaii (UH) at Hilo’s Center for the Study of Active 

Volcanoes (CSAV), Dr. Thomas combines his expertise in science and 

teaching to translate and share the work of scientists with educators, 

students, government agencies, and the citizenry at large.  His education 

and outreach on awareness and mitigation of volcanic, earthquake, and 

other natural hazards have reached many thousands of people throughout 

the State of Hawaii, the United States, and many countries; directly and 

through the training of teachers, students from the elementary to adult 

levels, international scientists and technicians, community groups, and 

government officials. 

Dr. Thomas understands that this kind of work takes extensive 

coordination between government and other agencies to be effective. His 

work on seismic research, mitigation programs, and information 

dissemination has been built on collaboration with the UH Hilo Department of Geology, UH Manoa, the 

U.S. Geological Survey, the USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, the Hawaii Department of Defense, 

Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HIEMA), the State Hazard Mitigation Forum, the State Lava 

Flow Mitigation Plan Advisory Committee, and Hawaii State Earthquake and Tsunami Advisory 

Committee (HETAC). 

Dr. Thomas is also a long-standing member of the HETAC, established in 1990 under the auspices of the 

State of Hawaii's Department of Defense, HIEMA, and which serves as Hawaii's seismic council.  He has 

continuously served as a member of HETAC since 1998 through the present, serving as Committee Chair 

and Vice Chair, and Chair of the Subcommittee on Public Outreach.  HETAC is comprised of volunteer 

members with expertise in, among other areas, earthquake science, engineering, hazard mitigation, 

planning, and emergency management.  

In addition to these activities, Dr. Thomas has volunteered for many other earthquake/tsunami risk 

reduction committees and projects over the years, including: Hawaii Energy Forum, Mauna Kea 

Environmental Advisory Committee, Geothermal Direct Use Working Group, State Natural Energy 

Laboratory of Hawaii Authority, Earthquake and Volcano Hazards on the Island of Hawaii, Teacher 

Training, Countywide Hazard Awareness Road Show, Hilo Natural Hazard Seminars, and School Visits. 

International training includes International Program in Volcano Monitoring and the Cities on Volcanoes 

3 Conference. Lifetime contributions to earthquake and volcanic hazard mitigation include: Post-and-Pier 

Project, ATC-20 Training, Teacher Training for the Western States, Ongoing Commitment to Community 

Outreach, and the Hawaii Scientific Drilling Project. 

 

 













 

 

 

 

January 2
 
Kevin Ri
Earthqua
Hawaii S
 
 R
 
Dear Kev
 
It is with
for the W
primarily
Advisory
Committ
 
Don is an
remembe
worked t
Hawaii, a
awarenes
 
At the sa
Director 
Geophys
Technolo
Hawaii a
modeling
 
I am part
homeown
post-and-
in Hawai
still a lar
to the cri
 
During th
causing s
to design
provided
much use
two stude

2, 2018 

ichards 
ake and Tsun
State Civil D

RE:  Nomina

vin, 

h great pleasu
WSSPC 2018
y through his
y Committee
tee, HETAC

n ideal candi
er, Don has c
irelessly to p
and is alway
ss, and other

ame time, Do
of the Cente
ics and Plan

ogy, SOEST
at Hilo camp
g. 

ticularly fam
ners in Haw
-pier founda
ii until its po
ge inventory
ipple wall sy

he Kiholo Ba
significant d
n suitable ret
d the necessa
e because it w
ents in the C

 

 

nami Coordin
Defense 

ation of Don

ure that I wri
8 Life Time A
s numerous c
e, HSEAC, a
. 

idate for the 
chaired the o
promote eart

ys first to res
r outreach ac

on has been a
er for the Stu
netology, HIG
. He has also
us on variou

miliar with D
aii to determ

ation system 
oor seismic p
y of existing 
ystem commo

ay Earthquak
amage to ho

trofit approac
ary retrofit de
was rather lo

Computer Sci

nator 

nald Thoma

ite this letter
Achievemen
contribution
and later the 

WSSPC Lif
outreach sub
thquake and 
pond to requ

ctivities. 

an active res
udy of Activ
GP, under th
o collaborate
us projects re

on’s efforts 
mine quickly

homes.  Thi
performance 

homes built
on in older h

ke of 2006, n
omes and the
ches based o
esigns, inclu
ong and com
ience depart

Depa

              2540 D

 

as for WSSP

r of recomm
nt Award.  I h
s to the work
Hawaii Stat

fe Time Ach
-committee
tsunami pre

uests for assi

searcher in h
e Volcanoes

he School of 
ed extensive
elated to eart

to establish 
and easily t

is particular 
was identifi

t using this s
homes in Ca

numerous po
eir contents. 
on the buildi
uding constru
mplex.  Don T
tment at UH 

artment of Civil

Dole Street, Holm
An Equal O

PC Life Tim

mendation for
have known
k of the Haw
te Earthquak

hievement A
of HSEAC a

eparedness to
istance at op

his Universit
s, CSAV, in 
f Ocean and 
ely with facu
thquake miti

an online ex
the level of r
type of cons

fied in the 19
sub-standard
alifornia and 

ost-and-pier
I was involv

ing size, loca
uction drawi
Thomas took
Hilo to wor

l and Environme
Colle

mes 383, Honolu
Opportunity/Affirm

me Achievem

r Don Thom
n Don for ma
waii State Ea
ke and Tsuna

Award. For as
and now HE
o communiti
pen house, co

ty of Hawaii 
the Hawaii I
Earth Scienc

ulty at the Un
igation and l

xpert system
retrofit requi
struction wa
980’s and 19
d foundation 

other wester

r foundation 
ved in a FEM
ation, etc. Ou
ings, but was
k it upon him
rk on a simpl

ental Engineeri
ege of Engineeri

lu, Hawai‘I 9682
mative Action Ins

ment Award

mas’s nomina
any years, 
arthquake 
ami Advisory

s long as I ca
ETAC. He ha
ies througho
ommunity 

position as 
Institute for 
ce and 
niversity of 
lava flow 

m to enable 
ired for their
s very comm

990’s. There 
system, sim
rn states. 

systems fail
MA funded s
ur final repo
s unlikely to
mself to recr
ler way to 

ng 
ng 

 
 
 

2-2382 
stitution 

d 

ation 

y 

an 
as 
out 

r 
mon 
is 

milar 

led, 
study 
ort 
o find 
ruit 



Donald T
Page 2 
 
dissemin
that walk
graphics,
our final 
particular
implemen
retrofit. 
 
Because 
support D
There are
preparedn
 
Sincerely

Ian Robe
Arthur N
 

Thomas Nom

nate this retro
ked the home
, etc. so that 
report. The 
r homeowne
nt the retrofi

of his tireles
Donald Thom
e very few in
ness and res

y, 

ertson, Ph.D.
N.L. Chiu Dis

mination 

ofit informat
eowner step-
the process 
expert syste

er, output con
fit, and even 

ss efforts to p
mas’s nomin
ndividuals w
ilience for e

., S.E. 
stinguished P

tion.  Togeth
-by-step thro
was much s

em would the
nstruction dr
provide a sh

promote haz
nation for the
who have don

arthquakes, 

 

Professor 

her, they dev
ough the retr
impler and m
en determine
rawings that

hopping list o

zard mitigati
e 2018 WSS
ne as much t
tsunamis an

veloped an ex
rofit selectio
more accessi
e the approp
t they or thei
of hardware 

ion and awar
PC Life Tim

to educate an
nd lava flow 

xcellent onli
on process w
ible than wo
riate retrofit
ir contractor
required to 

reness in Ha
me Achievem
nd enhance c
in the State 

ine expert sy
with explanato
orking throug
t system for 
r could use to
install the 

awaii, I stron
ment Award.
community 
of Hawaii.

ystem 
ory 
gh 
the 
o 

ngly 
. 






