
 

 

 

 

WSSPC Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

 

2018 Nominations 
 

 

Background 

The Western States Seismic Policy Council (WSSPC) is pleased to announce that it is accepting 
nominations for the Lifetime Achievement Award.  This periodic award honors an outstanding leader 
who is currently practicing, and who has demonstrated an extraordinary commitment, level of service, 
and contribution to earthquake risk reduction throughout his or her career. 
    
If a winner is chosen from this year’s nominees, he or she will be honored during the 2018 WSSPC 
Annual Meeting.  Recipients will be presented with a specially-designed award at the WSSPC Awards 
Luncheon, and featured in press releases, meeting materials and on the WSSPC website. 

 

Submission 

To nominate an individual for the Lifetime Achievement Award, complete the attached nomination form 
and submit it with the required documentation to WSSPC by the nomination deadline.  Recipients will 
be notified by the end of January.   

 
Nomination Form Instructions 

1. Complete all of the following information on the attached nomination form. 
2. Attach a one-page summary of the nominee’s important career accomplishments in earthquake risk 

reduction for potential publication. 
3. Attach a separate letter of recommendation from each nominating individual or group (a minimum 

of two nominating parties required for each nomination.) 
4. Submit the nomination form, together with the required attachments and any supporting 

documentation, in electronic format to Erin Mommsen, WSSPC Program Manager, at 
emommsen@wsspc.org by Friday, January 5, 2018. 

5. For more information, contact WSSPC at 916-444-6816 or go to www.wsspc.org. 
 

 

Attachment:  Lifetime Achievement Award - 2018 Nomination Form 
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WSSPC Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

2018 Nomination Form 
 
 

Nominee Information:  

Nominee Name/Title: Donald Thomas, Ph.D. / Director 

Agency Affiliation (retirees not eligible):  Center for the Study of Active Volcanoes (CSAV) 

Street: 200 W Kawili St. 

 

City: Hilo                       State: Hawaii                Zip: 96720-4091 

Telephone: (808) 932-9554 Fax: (808) 932-7547 

Email: dthomas@soest.hawaii.edu 

Nominating Individual or Group #1 (required): 

Name:  Marcia Sakai, Ph.D. / Interim Chancellor 

Agency Affiliation: University of Hawaii at Hilo  

Street: 200 W Kawili St. 

 

City: Hilo                        State: Hawaii                Zip: 96720-4091 

Telephone: (808) 932-7650 Fax: (808) 932-7338 

Email: marcias@hawaii.edu 

Nominating Individual or Group #2 (required): 

Name: Vern T. Miyagi / Administrator  

Agency Affiliation: Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA) 

Street: 3949 Diamond Head Road 

 

City: Honolulu                       State: Hawaii                Zip: 96816-4495 

Telephone: (808) 733-4300 Fax: (808) 733-4287 

Email: vern.t.miyagi@hawaii.gov 

 
Attachments (Required): 
 

 One-page summary of nominee’s career accomplishments for potential publication 
 

 2 letters of recommendation 

 
Attachments (Optional): 

 
 Any other supporting documentation (optional) 

 

 
Submit the nomination form and attachments in electronic format to Erin Mommsen, WSSPC 
Program Manager, at emommsen@wsspc.org by Friday, January 5, 2018. 



 

 

Dr. Donald Thomas, PH. D 

Director of the UH at Hilo’s Center for the Study of Active Volcanoes (CSAV) 
  

Dr. Donald Thomas is a prominent figure in understanding and 

collaborating outreach for Hawaii’s unique natural hazards; earthquakes, 

eruptions, lava flows, tsunamis, and hurricanes.  As the Director of the 

University of Hawaii (UH) at Hilo’s Center for the Study of Active 

Volcanoes (CSAV), Dr. Thomas combines his expertise in science and 

teaching to translate and share the work of scientists with educators, 

students, government agencies, and the citizenry at large.  His education 

and outreach on awareness and mitigation of volcanic, earthquake, and 

other natural hazards have reached many thousands of people throughout 

the State of Hawaii, the United States, and many countries; directly and 

through the training of teachers, students from the elementary to adult 

levels, international scientists and technicians, community groups, and 

government officials. 

Dr. Thomas understands that this kind of work takes extensive 

coordination between government and other agencies to be effective. His 

work on seismic research, mitigation programs, and information 

dissemination has been built on collaboration with the UH Hilo Department of Geology, UH Manoa, the 

U.S. Geological Survey, the USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, the Hawaii Department of Defense, 

Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HIEMA), the State Hazard Mitigation Forum, the State Lava 

Flow Mitigation Plan Advisory Committee, and Hawaii State Earthquake and Tsunami Advisory 

Committee (HETAC). 

Dr. Thomas is also a long-standing member of the HETAC, established in 1990 under the auspices of the 

State of Hawaii's Department of Defense, HIEMA, and which serves as Hawaii's seismic council.  He has 

continuously served as a member of HETAC since 1998 through the present, serving as Committee Chair 

and Vice Chair, and Chair of the Subcommittee on Public Outreach.  HETAC is comprised of volunteer 

members with expertise in, among other areas, earthquake science, engineering, hazard mitigation, 

planning, and emergency management.  

In addition to these activities, Dr. Thomas has volunteered for many other earthquake/tsunami risk 

reduction committees and projects over the years, including: Hawaii Energy Forum, Mauna Kea 

Environmental Advisory Committee, Geothermal Direct Use Working Group, State Natural Energy 

Laboratory of Hawaii Authority, Earthquake and Volcano Hazards on the Island of Hawaii, Teacher 

Training, Countywide Hazard Awareness Road Show, Hilo Natural Hazard Seminars, and School Visits. 

International training includes International Program in Volcano Monitoring and the Cities on Volcanoes 

3 Conference. Lifetime contributions to earthquake and volcanic hazard mitigation include: Post-and-Pier 

Project, ATC-20 Training, Teacher Training for the Western States, Ongoing Commitment to Community 

Outreach, and the Hawaii Scientific Drilling Project. 
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